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The subject of the typological images within the kontakia of Romanos the Melodist, 
the Byzantine Hymnographer who, through his quill pen, fascinated the entire Byzantine 
Empire in the sixth century, was developed in several topic-related studies. What in fact 
is the aim of the present study? It tries, on the one hand, to identify those parts within 
the kontakia of Romanos that speak directly about the typology of the Old Testament 
characters (including the chronological period from Adam to Moses), and secondly, to 
examine how Andrew of Crete, (re)known in the Christian hymnography as the “inventor” 
of the canon, reflects these typological images approximately two centuries after the death 
of Romanos. In other words, we are concerned with how the typology is present in the new 
hymnographic production of the eighth century, known under the title of canon, and how 
the transition from the typology existing in the kontakion to the one in the canon was 
achieved.

Keywords: Saint Romanos the Melodist, Saint Andrew of Crete, kontakia, Great Canon, 
typology, hymnography, Old Testament

Τά πάντα γάρ ἐν τύπῳ προερρέθη καί ἐγράφη...
Σὲ Ἰησοῦ δηλοῦσιν αἱ γραφαί

[For all the accounts in the Bible predict through prototypes...
The Scriptures point you out, Jesus]

The subject of the typological images within the kontakia of Romanos 
the Melodist1, the Byzantine Hymnographer who, through his quill pen, 
fascinated the entire Byzantine Empire in the sixth century, was developed 
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1  For all the kontakia of Romanos the Melodist we used the two well known critical editions, 
namely: Paul Maas, Konstantin Athanasios Trypanis (ed.), Sancti Romani Melodi Cantica. 
Cantica genuina, Oxford 1963; José Grosdidier de Matons (ed.), Romanos le Mélode. Hymnes, 
in: Sources Chrétiennes, vol. I, no. 99, Paris 1964; vol. II, no. 110, 1965; vol. III, no. 114, 
1965; vol. IV, no. 128, 1967, vol. V, no. 283. For the English translation we used the edition: 
Marjorie Carpenter, Kontakia of Romanos, Byzantine Melodist, vol. I: On the person of Christ, 
vol. II: On Christian life, Columbia 1970-1973. 
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